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OPPRESSION. 


SHEWING, 
Tithes are no Gofpel-A4niſters Maintenance 


I N | | 


A Brief and Plain Method, how that | 
TITHES (as now paid) are both inconſiſtent 

| with the Diſpenſation of the Law, and Diſpen- 

ation of the Goſpel. 

Alſo, how they were brought into the Church man 

| Hundred Years after Chriſt, and Teſtified again 

by ſeveral Ancient Chrittians and Martyrs. 


| With ſeveral Sober Reaſons againſt the Payment thereof. 
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35.9. By reaſon of the multitude of Opprefions, the 
make 'the Oppreſſed to cry: They cry out by reaſon of 
the Arm of the Mighty. 
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Preface to the eats 
OR, THE 
Author's Apology for this Book: 


Lthough ſeveral Book® have been 
A Publiſhed heretofore, treating of 
the ſame Subjett, as this ſmall 
Ireatiſe doth, but far exceeding the limits 
thereof; yet 1 am. not without hope, but 
this alſo may prove 4 means or help gy the 
ltisf aftion of ſome, that may probably be 
nDoabt, whether TitheS,as vow paia,are 
Wrantable by Scripture for the Maintain- 
w of a Goſpet-Miniſtry : Which Doabt 
(Ithink ) the Impartial will find removed, 
" anſwered, as they ſeriouſly peruſe the 
[we ; altbough the Stile therein may ſeem 
lbſome to be iu 4 mean and plain manner : 
but let ſuch know, 1 am no learned Aca- 
kmick, bat « poor Mechanick, and have 
Wevoured to be intelligible unto all; 
” Az. Arid 


—_— Preface to the Reader. 


And if-it be liable to the Cenſare of ſony 
of thoſe that ma ? think themſelves imme 
aiately tonterne when they ſee their Crak 
to'be;gn Danger, let ſuch make it awe 
that ws contrary to fs naked Trath, and 
far be it from me to Juſtifie or Meintis | 
the ſame : But if it appear to be the Trath 
(as 1 hope.pothing mill, be. found. comtre)) 
then 1 the it may prevail and prof 
over all Fglſhood and Error, 

Tet I would have none think, that wn | 
| believe the 'whole Boay of of the Clergy i 
England, 20 be equally $M of wml | 
ſion, es I ſa) nay, bat that there are 
weral ſober and moderate Men among them, 
conſidering their Station ; which arjre 
that the Lord, in bis tas time, 
make able Miniſters indeed, not of 11 
Leiter, but of the Spirit ; and then nll 
will follow the F x11iple of the An Vs 


and Miniſter freely. ; 
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"Poor Mechanicks 
"| PLEA, &. 


Li 
'o H E Conſideration of the 
rele f great Oppreſſion .and heavy 
11 8 Burden of Tithes, that is 
> impoſed upon the Inhabi- 
. 4 
fr 7 tants of this Land, and lieth 
-Freightily upon the Laborious Husband-memn 
if, bd Farmers, that beſtow great Labour 
* nd Pains, and alſo are art great Charges 
hey n'Manuring and Ordering: cheir Land, 
owing of their Seed, Maintaining of Ser- 
vants, keeping of Cattle, great Rents and 
Taxes, &c. and many Caſualties and Haze 
+ Jards they are liable unto ; then patiently - 
\Fraiting the appointed Seaſon, and ex- 
-"JxCing ( through the Lord's Bleſling ) to 
)"\Ykeap the Fruit of their Labeurs ; bur per- 
fps a quarter (if not more) of their 
| A 3 Profit 
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Profit is raked away by the Tithe; 
mongers Servants : But CBzefly this un- 
reaſonable Payment of Tithes is mol} 
heavy and burdenſome upon thoſe that 
for Conſcience ſake cannot uphold or main. 
rain that Miniſtry which takes them, which 
they believe is not of God. And this is 
one of the moſt Principal Pillars by which 
the Nattonel Miniſtry is upheld, to wit, 
Tithes 

Therefore,: conſidering this, it is in my 
Mind to write concerning the ſame, under 
theſe three Heads or Chapters. 

Firſt, Of the Manner and Nature there- 
of, and End for which they were given 
under the Law, and their. Aboliſhment. 


Secondly, Of the Maintenance of Chriſt; 
Minifters under the Goſpel. Diſpen/ation in 


the Primitive Times, 

And Thirdly, Of the Eſtabliſhment of 
TiTHES, after the Apoſtacy entered, Con- 
rrary both tro Law and Goſpel; with the 
; eſtimony of Ancient Chriſtians againſt the 
ame. 
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Of the Manner of T'ithes, and the 
End for which they were given 
under the Law, and their Abo- 


l/hment. 


ITHES were commanded. by the 

Lord under the Law, or Firſt Covenant, 
be paid by 1/rael in the Land of Caunan, 
unto the Tribe of Levi ; and that any other 
Fople or Nation had the like Command 
bpay them, is not ſo-much as mentioned 
6 Scripture z and this only was in and 
der the Firſ# Covenant: For this Tribe 
be Lord choſe, and fer apart for his Work 
nd Service of the Tabernac/e and Office of the 


Ihriefhood ; for the Lord faid, I have given 


the Children of Levi all the Tenth in | rael, 
fr an Inberitance\ for their Service which they 
rve, even the Service of the Tabernacle of the 
(mpregation, Num. 18. 21. And they had 
other Inheritance among their Brethren, 
fir the Lord was their Inheritance, Deut. 10. 9. 
and of the Tithe of the Land, whether the 
ted of the Land, or Fruit of the Tree, it was 


fly unto the Lord, Levit. 27. 30. And when 
A 4 they 
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Profit is raked away by the Tithe, 
mongers Servants : But Cbhiefly this un- 
reaſonable Payment of Tithes is moſ 


heavy and burdenſome upon thoſe that 
for Conſcience ſake cannot uphold or main. 
rain that Miniſtry which takes them, which 
they believe is not of God. And this is 

one of the moſt Principal PHllars by which 
the National Miniſtry is upheld, to wit, 
Tithes. 

Therefore,- conſidering this, it is in my 
Mind to write concerning the ſame, under 
theſe three Heads or Chapters. 

Firſt, Of the Manner and Nature there- 
of, and End for which they were given 
under the Law, and their. Aboliſhment. 


Secenaly, Of the Maintenance of Chrift's 
Minifters under the Goſpel Diſpen/atio in 


the Primitive Times, 

And Thirdly, Of the Eſtabliſhment of 
TiTHES, after the Apoſtacy entered, Con- 
trary both to Law and Goſpel; with the 
:- eſtimony of Ancient Chriſtians againſt the 
ame. 
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Of the Manner of Tithes, and the 
End for which they were given 

under the Law, and their Abo- 
l/hment. 


ITHES were commanded. by the 

Lord under the Law, or Firſt Covenant, 
bo be paid by 1/rael in the Land of Caanan, 
uhco the Tribe of Levi ; and that any other 
Fople or Nation had the like Command 
bpay them, is not ſo:much as mentioned 
8 Seriptare z and this only was in and 
der the Firſ# Covenant: For this Tribe 
be Lord choſe, and ſer apart for his Work 
nd Service of the Tabernacle and Office of the 


Ihriefhood ; for the Lord faid, I have given 


the Children of Levi all the Tenth in | rael, 
fr an Inberitance' for their Service which they 
leve, even the Service of the Tabernacle of the 
(mprepation, Num. 18. 21. And they had 
other Inheritance among their Brethren, 
fr the Lord was their Inheritance, Deut. 10. 9. 
and of the Tithe of the Land, whether the 
ted of the Land, or Fruit of the Tree, it was 
Hly unto the Lord, Levit. 27. 30. And when 

A 4 they 
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they had received of their Brethren, the 
Children of 7/rael, as from'the'Lord, their Bi 
Tithe, or Tenth, they were commanded tg 
Offer an Heave-Offering of it to the Lord alla, it 
even a Ten:h part of the Tithe, Num.'18. 16, it 
And this was 'the Portion of  Aaton' the fb 
Prieſt, for himſelf and his Sons, even the 
Tenth of the Tenth, or an Hundredth Pan, Þþ 
Num. 18. I9. td & 

So by this it is evident, that the Cauſe 
or Reaton why the Tribe of Levi received F 
'Tithes, was, 1/. Becauſe they had no I 
Part, Portion' or Lot in the Land, as the 
other Tribes had. 2dly. Becauſe it was theit Þ 
daily Work to ſerve at the Tabernacle, and Y/ 
to be 'afiſtant to the Prieſts, in Killing and JF 
Offering of Beaſts, &c. for Sacrifice; with Þ 
many other things, too numerous to be I 
here inſerted, bur may partly be ſeen in J 
Nuri: 3, 4, & 8 Chapters *' 

Moreover, This one Tribe may be 
rhought to be (if not a full Tenth, yet) 
near'a Tent Part of the People but they 
were' not ro enjoy or poſſeſs the full Tizhe, 
or Tinth., chemlclves 3 for the' Widow, and 
the Farberleſs, and the Strauger that were 
within their Gates, were ro come and eat 
21d be [atsfed, Deur. 14. 29. For there Was 
not tO be a Beggar in [ſrae ; yet che Poor 


| 0 
were not to Ceaſe out of the Land, Delt. 
I;. tl. Now 


[9] 


the 1 Now to compare the Manner and. Pra- 
eir Mice of the National Miniſters, or Tithe« 
| to Inongers of chefe Days, with the Man- 
a, the and Practice of the Lewites and Prieſts 
26, hinder the Firf Covenant, as Eſtabliſhed by 


the ſhe Lord; I think there are but few ſo 
the ſind, but they may ſee a great Difference 
art, ſind Contrartery. 

For obſerve, rt. Here was one whole Tribe 
uſe ſhare cook Tithe, as the Lord commanded, 
#&d Inhich may be, as I ſaid, near a Tenth Part 
no Iif the People in the Land. Bur, I believe, 
he fbe National Prieſts are not the Hundredth 
et Part of thePeople in England,including their 
nd Wives and Children, Then note, How un- 
id Jtafonable ir is in them,thar call chemſelves 
th I6pel- Miniſters, to exaCt and take Ten Times 

much by the Law of Man (conſidering 
heir Number proportionably) as the Le- 
Ties had given them by the Law of God, 
md yer perform not that Service for 
) Ivhich they were given. 
w { 2. There was no other Tribe to receive 
g Uithes, but ovly the Tribe of Levi : But if 
theſe Prieſts were put to prove themſelves of 
he Linage of Levi, and of Aaron's Stock, it 
vould puzzle the ſtrongeſt Brains amongſt 
them, and be a harder thing for them to do, 
han by all their Wiſdom and Peruſal of 4n- 


lent Authors they could perform. $0 then, 
iceing 


[ 10 ] 
ſeeing they cannot prove themſelves of thy ws 
Race or Tribe, let them ſhew a Command, 
they can, that any other Tribe had, total j 
Tithe, throughout the whole Bible. | 

3. The Levites had no Inheritance among 
their Brethren inthe Land of Caanan, Bt 
many of the National Prieſts have befides their 
Tithes, Glebe-L,ands, and ſome conſiderahle $! 
Eſtates in Land, or other ways of Gain and F 
Profit, {ufficient for a Competent Livelihood, 

4+ The Levites or Prieſts were to offet F" 
Satrifice for themſelves, and the Sins of 
their Brethren, almoſt continually, But 
che Prieſts of England for their Tithes, per- 
haps may Study a few Hours in a Week to 
make up a Matter of their own Brain, and 
not from the Lord, and deliver it unto the 
People for a Divine Matter. For it would 
not agree with the manner of their Eaw- 
cation, Perſonally, to rake upon them the 
Occupation of a Butcher, to kill Bullaks, 
Rams, Lambs, &Cc. for Sacrifice ; neither to 
be ſo Laborious, as the Levites and Priefs 
were under the Law. So then they come 
ſhore of the Prieſts due, which was the 
Shoulder, the two Cheeks, «nd the Maw, Deut. 
x8. 3. bur their Stomachs are uſed to mote 
dainty Fare, for the moſt Part. 

-. The Tiuthes in the fr/t Covenant did te- 


lieve the #idew, the Fatherleſs, and the 
Stranger, 


| 
. 
{ 


[31.3 
ro $2» that there was no begger to be in 
if *p but theſe National Tithe-mongers claim 
\* Mar themſelves,ſo greedy they are of Gain, 
is x ſome of them attain to ſuch a degree 
Heighth, that they have ſeveral Hun- 
{ Pounds per Anmum ; yea, ſome ſeve- 
Thouſands, ſo deſixous they are to en- 
MW and augment their Benefices; and if 
q ( our of their large Reveneues do volun- 
ily contribute to the relief of the Poor, 
' Ten perhaps he is called a good charita- 
c $*Man, although the Poor hath as much 
; Fx ro Tithes as himſelf, according 10 
| te Law of God, afoxeſaid, Dev. 14. 29. 
Id if thoſe Tithes were now ſo divi- 
| &d, that the Por of the Nation might 
 Tnetheir part to relieve their neceſſities, 
ere would not be that multitude of peer 
hreſſed miſerable People about the Nati- 
125 there are ; nenther need laborious 
Iadeſmen, and mean Houſe-keepers, be 
Idened with ſach large Pariſh-Rates and 
Pk{ment cowards their Relief, as is very 
vident they are in ſeveral places. 
Now it it were poſlible ( as it is not ) 
hat the National Miniſters Could make full 
roof that all things relating to the fr/# 
(wenant they did preciſely praCtice and 
ſerve, yer it would not avail them, or 
Indicate ſuch a praRtice under the ſecond 
Covenant, 


'g 
ut 
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Covenant, Ot -Goſpel Diſpenſation ; for the 
Lord {aid by the Month of Feremy, Thy 
the days come that I will. make ' a new Cove. 
nant with the- Houſe of Iſrael, and with the 
Houſe of Jadah : Not according to the Cove- 
- nant that I made with their Fathers -in the 
Day that T took them by 'the hand to bring 
them out of the Land of Egypt, Fer. 31.3131, 

Now - this \New Covenant, | believe 
there are none, or but few, but that do 
own it ro be.the Goſpel Diſpenſation, which 
was fulfilled when Chrift came and Suffer. 
ed; for the Author to the Hebrews alludes 
to the ſame place of Scripture, Heb. 8.8.9, 
and alfo ſpeaks, that if the firſ# Covenant Yu 
had been faultleſs, then ſhould no place Jy; 
have been found for the i /econd, for that Jike 
could not make him that did the Service Jy; 
perfect, as appertaining to- the Conſcience, Iv 
Heb. 9. 9, 10. which ſtood only in Out- F 11 
ward and Carnal things ; therefore the Lind I th 
ſaid, I Ul make a New One: And J 
Chriſt the Everlaſting High Prieſt, Heb. 7. | ft 
27, 28. came to do his Father's WII, and | j; 
offered himſelf up once for all ; ſo be taketh I 
away the firſt, that be may Eſtabliſh the ſe- h 
cond, Heb. 10.9. and changed the Leviti- F þ 
cal Prieſthoed, and the Prieſthood being chang- I 1] 
ed, there w made of neceſſity a change alſo of | © 
the Law that was Outward, Heb. 7. 12 | ( 


fur 
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the Js Chriſt 125 the End thereof, Rom. 10." 4. 
Pa $; which Tithes were included, being 
SB Jewiſh Rite belonging to that Prieſthood. 
#} Now Icannor perceive that any can rea- 
We Shnably ſuppoſe, that the Tithes- ( or 
tle JWages as I may fay ) being Fewiſh, that 
'"my rs due to the + Levites for- the Work 
32, Ind Service of 'the Law or 'ff'Covenant 
Me Jhould remain in force as due © ro thoſe 
do Far never were imployed in that 'Ser= 
M Jice, and alſo not of IſraeÞ's ſtock, eſpe- 
*- Jcally when all that was aboliſhed for which 
& Jhey were given. 

9. ] But the /econd Covenant which was not 
 Jxcording ro the frſ# { viz.) Outward, 
© Jas, that the Lord would put his Law in 
t Jtheir inward parts, and write it in their 
© JHearts, and there ſhould be a more Uni- 
» Joerſal Knowledge of the Lord, Heb. 8. 10, 
* $11. for his Spirit in this Goſpel Di/penſation of 
| | the new Covenant,if poured forth upon Sons 
| {and Daughters, "As 2. 17, as was prophe- 
led by Foel, Joel 2. 28. fo that the Chri- 
fians can ſay ( as they witneſs the fulkil- 
lng of this promiſe) that which may be 
known of God s manifeſt in them, for God 
bath ſhewed it unto them, Rom. 1. 19. for 
they being delivered from the Law ( that be- 
ng dead in which they were held ) that they 
ſhould ſerve the Lord in newne/s of Spirit, and 
| not 


[14 ] 
mot inn the oldneſs of the Letter, Ron 


. 6. 

n So it plainly appears that the firf Carli. 
vant Or Di/pen/ation of the Law that wall f 
Outward, and chietly relating to the Fe} 7 
was aboliſhed by Chriſt, and the ſecond Ci 
penant, Or; Goſpe! Diſpenſation, came tot; d 
place, which is Inward and Univaſal toff ( 
as many as believe, both Fews and Gentiles, 


Rom: 10+ 12. 
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CHAP. II. 
: If the Eſtabliſhment and Mainte- 


w4 nance of Chrift's Miniſters un- 
der the Second Covenant or 


'of Goſpel Diſpenſation. 


Hen Chrif ſent forth his Diſciples 

to Preach unto the People, he 

lid, the Harveſt truly is great, bur the 
bourers are few : Pray ye therefore the 

7d of the Harveſt, that He | mark ir is 
Jus $ work | would ſend forth Labourers 
Jo the Harveſt, Go your ways ( ſaid he) 
told I ſend ye forth as Lambs among Wolves, 

lake 10. 2,,3. but then their Commiſſion 
Tz only to the Fews, and into ſuch Cities 
s he himſelf ſhould come, for he ſaid, 
Þ» not into the way of the Gentiles, but rather 
Þ the Joſt Sheep of the Houſe of Iſrael: Freely 
t bave received, freely give, Mat. 10. 5, 6, 
|, by which we may obſerve, altho the 
ſas at that rime did pay Tithes, and 
t was lawful for them ſo to do, Luke 1t. 
a. for Chriſt had nor yer ſuffered, yet his 
Mniſfters had no ſuch Command from him 
v receive .them 3 but his Command mo 
4 nar 


[ 16 ] 
that they ſhould Ear and Drink ſuch thingglf; if 


as were ſet before them, by "thoſe thalf, 
received them and their De&rine only, for br 


the Labourer is worthy of his Meat, of " 
; : . » "i 

Hire, Luke 10. 5. 8. fo his followers then ie ( 

(as well as now ) were contented withſlzer 


bis allowance, for they returned rejoyc-flyy 
ing, and could, fay they laked nothing; 
for withour doubr, ſuch whoſe Hears 
were open tO receive them and their Do- 
Etrine, were alſo open to Communicate to 
their neceſſities. | | 
Burt when Chriſt had ſuffered, and roſe &; 
again, finiſhing what he came to do,. John 19, 
30. then he bid his Minifers go and Teach Y,, 
All Nations (now, both Fews and Ge- | 
ziles) what to do? To obſerve All thing; 
whatſoever IT have commanded you ({aith he) 
and lo I am with you alway, &ven unto the 
End of the World, Matth. 28. 19, 20. now 
if all things that Chriſt commanded were 
co be taught to all Nations to obſerve, how ] 
can any ſuppoſe this one particular thing 
concerning his Miniſters Maintenance ſhoul 
be excluded from the reſt of things com- 
manded by him, but now I will ſhew how Jy; 
far his Minifers taught and. obſcrved bis Þ | 
Command in this one point. | by 
- Paul that Emipent Miniſter and Apoſtie, 
writing to the Church ar Corirth in we 
'D![716s 


Vit 


ir 

Bn, Chap. 9. faich, The Seal of mine A- 

ofleſhip are je in the Lord, verl. 2. ſhewing 
'Orftar he had begotten them into -a lively 
Orfkth in Chriſt, therefore ſpeaks as unto 
enfllis Children, 2 Cor. 12.14. and queries with 
them, ſaying, have we ( meaning his Fel- 
-Jby-labourers) mot Power to Eat and to 
5 Wrink, verl. 4. have we not Power to for- 
ts ur working, verl. 6. and, who planteth a 
0- Fmeyard, and eateth not of the Fruit thereof ? 
10 Jy ho feedeth a Flock, and eateth not of the 

Milk of the Flock ? Vetl. 7. then ſpeak- 
l Fnz concerning the Law, faich, thou fhalt 
J. Jt muzzle the Mouth of the Ox that treadeth 
i! Is the Corn, verl. 9. being written for our 
* Fits ( faith he ) for rhe Labourer # wort 
bs Reward, 1 Tim. 5.18. and if we have 
) for unto you ſpiritual things, us it a great 
© Jig if e ſhall reap your carnal things ? 1 Cor. 
V 11. and they which wait at the Altar, are 
C Þntakers* with the Altar , even ſo hath the 
V Und ordained, that they which Preach the 
bpel, ſhould live of the Goſpel, verl. 13, 14. 
| Bib, ler him that is taught in the Word, com- 
* Iitnicate unto. him that teacheth in all good 
" Jigs, Gal. 6. 6. 
* | Now theſe are ſome of the Chiefeſt pla 

is of Scripture, that ſhews how far ihe 
| Fopel- Minifers have Power to pariake Or 
| Kerye carnal things of thoſe that they 1m- 
f parted 
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parted ſpiritual things unto, and none other, 
wherein is not fo much as a word. of 
Tithes or Tenths named, nor yer any 
pareicalar Allowance, And having Fool and 
Raiment (faith he) let ws be therewith cn. 
zent, 1 Tim. 6.8. ſo by theſe Teſtimonies, 
it doth appear plainly, that there is an 
Agreement and ConCuxrence between 
Chriſt and his Miniſters Concerning this 
thing. 

Now how the National Prieſts can plead 
for Tithes or Tenths as due to Goſpel-Mi 
nifters from Scripture, for my part I cannot 
underſtand, for there is not any Command, 
nor any Example, therein to be found, 8s 
[ can perceive ; and when ſome have been 
put to prove it by Scripture, it hath been Þ;, 
r00 hard a task for them : But to claim it þ 
as their right, they preſently flee to the I, 
Law of the Nation ; and ſay, that That will B,, 
give it them. ; 

Bar now I will alſo ſhew how the 6! {; 
pel- Miniſters obſerved what they taught, fi 
Pan! (as before) ſhews how far their Pow- £1, 
er extended; Bur (faith he ) nevertheleſ1 ly 
we have not uſed that Power, nor none of the/t F 
things, but ſuffer all things leſt we ſhould he. 
hinder the Goſpel of Chriſt, 1 Cor. 9. 1B 
neither have I written theſe things that "! fy,; 
ſhould be ſo dome unto 0, for though fs bl 7 
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Be Goſpel, 1 have nothing to glory of, for 
weſſity is laid upon me; 'yea, wo.45 unto 
mif I Preach not the Goſpel, verſ. 15, 16. 
fir if I do this thing willingly, I have a Re- 
vord: But if againſt my will, a Dipenſation 
of the Goſpel is committed unto me. What is 

Reward then? Verily, that when IPreach 
{Goſpel I may ' make the Goſpel of Chriſt 
vitheut Charge, that I abuſe not my Power in 
& Goſpel, verl. 17, 18. fo here is a good Ex- 
ale for a Goſpel-Miniſter, altho* he had 
+ Fower to partake of their carnal things, * 
0! Firing the truic of his Miniſtry, yet he ra- 
1, ter choſe ro work with his hands,to help 
" Jo ſupply his neceſſities, than make uſe of his 
M wer to them and ſome others, 4&s 18. 3. 
M $120.34. 1C07.4.12. 1The/.2.9. 2 Theſ.3.8. leſt 
kſhould*be chargeable or burdenſome 1oas to 
ne uſe his Power, for (faith he) I will not 
t burdenſome to yeu, for TI ſeek not yours, but 


and [I will very gladly ſpend and be ſpent 


4 you, 2 Cor. 12. 15. but ſometimes he 
"" Id make uſe of his Power of receiving car- 


o | things in ſome. other Churches, to ſup- 
9 By his. veceſſities, as appears-in 2 Cor. 11. 
j 18,9. and Phil. 4. 14, 15, 16, 17, 18. 
"$0 he left a Charge to thole that were 


by & in this World, to be Rich alſo in cod 
; wks, ready to Diſtribute to the Saints ne- 

4 *F. : 7 « > © 

" Wres, Rom. 12. I 2. and willing IO C0m- 


B 2 municate 
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municate, 1 Tim. 6. 18. for with ſuch $. 
crifice God- i well pleaſed, Heb. 13. 16, ( 


by what hath been already ſaid, it is. 


dent that Chrif”s Miniſtts may lawfully 
work or labour with their Hands, and alf 
have power to forbare working where 
they fee it convenient ; alfo, that they 
have Power to receive Temporals ( if they 
lack) of thoſe only that receive their 
Miniſtry ; and: farther, they freely gave 
they had freely received; for a nei 
was laid upon them to Preach the Gs/- 
pe!, whether they partook of carnal thing 
Or nor. 

But now if it were poſlible that the 
National Miniſters could prove Tithes 
due by Scripture, unro Irue P aſtors, Teach- 
ers, or Miniſters, it would little avail 
chem, except they could prove them- 
{elves ſuch, by - comparing their Live 


and Practices with thoſe that were im-1 


ly ſo indeed, according to Scripture-Te- 
ſtimony, which 1 believe they cannot do, 
but rather will be found by this way 0 
trial by Scripture ( and I hope they wil 
grant it is equal) to be in the ſteps of the 
falle Prophets, Miniſters, &C. 
' | And to make this appear more plall, 
I will here colle# ſome Teſtimonies col: 
cerning each of them apart .out of $7 


fture. [.v 
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501, Of True Prophets, Paſtors, 
5 Miniſters, Teachers, &c. Their 
fads Marks. , 


Al "ary called all 1/rae! to witneſs, and 
they ſaid, Whoſe Ox have I taken? Or whoſe 
hey Aſs have I taken ? Or whom have 1 defraud- 
ha | 4? Whom have I oppreſſed? Or of whoſe hand 
, off 24ve 1 received any Bribe to blind mine Eyes 
oi therewith ? And I will reſtore it you. ind 
oof they ſaid, Thou haſt net defrauded us, nor op- 
vgs preſſed us, neither haſt thou taken ought of any 

Mans hand: And the Lord was Wirne/s unto 
the Truth thereof, 1 Sam. 12. 3,4 5- And 
es David, a King and Prophet, ſaid, He was 
upright before the Lord, and had kept himſelf 
from his Iniquity, and the Lord recompen/ed him 
according to the cleanneſs of his hands, Þlal. 18. 


_ 23,24. And farther ſaid, Thy Word have [ 
uf bid in my Heart, that I might not Sin againſt 
ef thee: For it is as a Lamp unto my Feet, und 4 


Light unto my Path. For be had done the Com- 
mandments of the Lord, and loved and kept tis 
Teſtimonies, Pſalm 119. 11, 1055166, 167. 
And the Lord ſaid unto Feremiab, Behold 
[ bawve put my Words in thy Mouth, Jer. 1. 9- 
And when he ſaw the Word of the Lord be- 


come a Reproach, he thought ro ſpeax no 
By more 
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more in his Name ; But his Word was in 
mine Heart (faith he) as a burning Fire (but 
up in my Bones, and 1 was weary with far. 
bearing, and conld not ſtay, Jer. 20. 9, And 
theſe Prophets of the Lord, ſpake by bis Spiris 
in them, Neh. 9g. 30. by which he revealed 
his Secrets unto-them, Amos 3. 7. 1 Cor. 2. tg, 
And ſuch declared bis Word faithfully, what 
the Lord put in their Mouths, 1 Kings 22. 14 
And Micah faid, Truly I am full of Power by 
the Spirit of the Lord, and of Fudgment, and 
of Might, to declare unto Jacob his Tranſpreſ- 
{ion, and unto I{rael his Sin, Micah 3. 8. 

Chriſf commanded his Diſciples to teach 
the Nations to obſerve his Commands ( as 
aforeſaid z ) but - firſt they were to tarry 
until they were endued with Power from m 
High, Luke 24.49. which after they had re- 
ceived, Ats 1.8.& 2.4. they went forth to 
Preach freely, and it was their Care to make 
the Goſpel /rce,and without Care, as Paul laid, 
T have coveted no Man's Silver, 5r Gold, or 4p- 
parel, but his hands miniſtrcd to his meceſſuties, 
Acts 29.33,34. And it was alto the Practice 
of others, as appears, 1 Cor.4. 12. 1 Theſſ.2.9. 
Ee 2 Thef.3:3. And their Gifts were Spiritual, 
whether Prophe/7e, Miniſtry, Teaching, Ol Ex- 
hortation, x 'Cor.14.1. Rom. 12.6,7,0. For as 
every one had received the Gift, fo hey were t6 
wg er, as ood by; eward-., 1 Per. 4.19. And 
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Ml was made a Miniſter, not of Man, nor b 
bn, Gal. 1. 1. but according to the Gift of the 
» Irace of God, Eph. 3. 7. And their work 
510 Turn People from Darkneſs to Light, 
ris om the Power of Satan unto the Power<of 
d, Acts 26. 18. Not that they were $uf- 

of themſelves to do any thing, bur their 


hat Wiuficiency was of God, who made them able 
14. Wnifters of the New Teſtament, not of the 
r by Bleter, but of the Spirit ; for the Letter Rilleth, - 
md Iu the Spirit giveth Life, 2, Cor. 3.5.6. 


Now they received the Spirit of God, by which 
hey knew the things of God, hich things 
ch Blley [pake, not in the Words which Man's Wiſ. 
as fm teacheth, but what the Holy Ghoſt teacheth, 
Y JiCor. 2. 12, 13. And then they could fay, 
m fo thoſe that believed, Ne are Witneſſes, and 
- Food alſo, how Holily, and Fuſtly, and Un- 
0 Bilemable, we behaved our ſelves among you, 
* JiThell. 2. 10. 


[24] 
JI. Of Falſe Prophets, Pafers, 
Miniſters, Teachers, &c. Theirff 
Marks R thin 


Alaam was a Prophet, but his way was fy 
Perverſe before the Lord, Numb. 22, her 


32. And Peter ſpeaks of ſome that followed fm 
this Balaam, which loved the Wages of Un- Wi 


»ighteouſneſs, but chiefly them that walk after 


the Fleſh, and count it pleaſure to Riot in the 
day time, baving Eyes full of Adultery, and 
that cannot ceaſe from Sin | mark | beguiling 
unſtaple Souls ; an Heart they have exerciſed 
with covetons Prattices, 2 Pet. 2. 10,13,1415. 
which. is aþhorred by the Lord, Pſalm 10. 3. 
it beipg 14o/2try, Col.3.5. And the Covetons, 
Jdolaters, Epi. 5. 5. They are thoſe that the 
Prophet 1/2iah compares 10 greedy Dogs, that 
can never have enougi ; looking every one far 
his gain from his quarter, I{a. 56.11. And ſuch 
that teach for Hire, and divine for Mony ;, ans 
be that putteth nct into their Mouths, they even 
prepare IWar againſt him, Mic. 3.5, 11. 4nd. 
they cover Fields ( or the Fruits. thereof ) I 
and take them by violence, having the Power if 
(or Law) in their hand, Like old El;'s Sons, Y* 
that took Men's Goods by force. So they oppreſs 
s Man and his Hinu/s, or Heritage, MIC. 2. 
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1,2. 1Sam. 2.16. And by their means they 
r rule ; 2hich.is a borrible thing committed 
the Land, but a People loved to have it fo, 
kr. 5. 30, 31. And ſay, ſpeak unto us ſmooth 
tings, Ifa. 30. 10. So theſe Prophets ſay, 
ace, Peace, and there was no Peace, Jer. 6. 
[4 And {ay, the Lord hath le aid, when he ne- 
xr [poke by them, nor ſent them ; yet they run, 
| propheſie lies in his Name, of the deceit of 
teir on Heart, Jer. 14. 14. and 2F.21, 25, 
6, 30, 31. *Which 1s likened co daubing 
vith untemper@l Morter, or ſewing Pillows 
mder Peoples Armholes, Ezek. 13. 7, 10, 11. 
Theſe Prophets Confpire together, like a 
wring Lion, ravening the Prey ;, they bave 
kvoured Souls, they have taken the Treaſure 
md precious things, they have made many IWi- 
ls, Ezek. 22.25. They ſcatter the Sheep, and 
ed themſelves with the Fat, and cloth them- 
thees with the Wool ; but feed not the Flock, 
wr ſeek that which was loſt, or driven away, 
ut with force and cruelty have ruled, the true 
Yrophets cried Woagainſt ſuch, Fer. 23. 1, 2. 
Eh. 34+ 2 3) 4 C 
And Chri/ cempared ſuch to Ravening 
Wolwes in Sheeps Clothing, and bids us Beware 
if then, for by their Fruits (faich he) ye ſha/ 
tw them, Viet 7.15, £6. For they love to 
win long Clorbing, and love Salutations in the 
Marher-places, and chief Seats in rhe Syna- 
gogues, 
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£0gues, and the uppermoſt Rooms at Feaſts 
ro be called of Mis Rabbi or Maſter, wy 
6,7. Mark 12.38,39. Luke 20.46. Theſe an 
HMurmurers, Complainers, walking after they 
own Luſts, and their Mouth ſpeaking great 
ſwelling Words ; having Mens Perſons in admi. 
ration,” becauſe of advantage, Jude 16. who ® 
by their Natural Knowledge are become # 
brutiſh, Jer. 51.17. Jude 10. for it pufub 
up, 1 Coy. 8. 1. and the vatural Man receive 
not the things of the Spirit of Goll, for they an Þ 
fooliſhneſs unto him ; neither ca$ he know 1 
becauſe they are [piriturally diſcerned, 1 Cor.1, Þ 
14. They are of the World, therefore ſpeak they i 
of the World, . and the World beareth them, 
i John 4.5. And the Traditions and Com-Y 
2nandmen!s of Men they teach for Do&rine, and BF 
ſeem to draw near God with their Mouths, and F 
bononr bim with. their Lips, but their Hearts 
are far away, Mat. 15. 8, 9. Teaching thing 
which they ought not for filtby lucre ſake, Tit. F® 
I.1I. And through Covetouſne/s ſhall they with 
teigned Words, make Merchandize of ſome; pro- 
wiſing them liberty, while they themſelves are the 
Servants of Corruption, 2 Pet. 2. 3, 19- Such F 
conſent not to wholſome Words, even the Words of 
ewr Lord Feſus Chriſt, and to the Dorine, which 
is according to Godlineſs, but doting avout Qut- Fl 
fiens, and Strifes of Words, whereof comes En), BF 
Strife, Railings, SC, 1 Tim. 6. 3, 41 5: From F' 
ſuch withdraw thy felF. Now 
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Now I have briefly inſerted ſome of the 
al Marks mentioned in Holy Scripture, 
 (cibing both the.grue and falſe Prophers, 
mers, EC. and in the laſt deſcription ir 
th ſeem to appear,thar the Phifiognomp 
ihe National Miniſters is moſt Diſcerned, and 
fore have we juſt cauſe ro believe they 
no true Goſpel- Miniſters. 
But if any ſhould ſuppoſe that this way 
a general Proof or Trial is inſufficient 
\render them no Goſpel- Miniſters, I ſhall 
) inſert a few particulars, wherein they, 
2, dhe rrue Miniſters of Chriſt, are oppoſite 
hey Þ Call, Life and Pradtice, 


m-B rf, Chriſt ſends forth, and gives Cem- 
nd $þ2 ro his Miniſters ; and they approved 
nd F$Eimſclves as his Minifers, in much Patience, 
ts þ Affection, in Neceſſity, in Diſtreſs, &C. 
ngs Cor. .6. + 
ir, $But, theſe National Miniſters are ſent forth 
ith $.14an, and their Commiſſion they receive 
ro- (um 14an, and by Man's Power they are 
the Wacld. 

< © Secondly, Chrift's Miniſters preached ' not 
of th enticiag Words of Man s Wiſdom, but 
ich # Demonſiration of the Spirit and Power, as 
1 were taughy:; by the Elity Giſt, and as that 
ethem utterance, 1 COT. 2.4.13. ACts 2.4. 
IKE 12.12, wihough ſeveral were mean 
Manicks, : Bur 
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Bur the National Miniſters are fitted t 
their Miniſtry by the Wiſdom and Studyoffit 
Man, being partly educated at Oxford offip 
Cambridge, their Learning and Studying off 
| Natural” Languages, Arts, Sciences, and Phi 
loſophy, and old Heathen Authors, the 
tions and Traditions of Men ; who, by their 
Natural Induſtry and Parts, attain to thei 
ſeveral Degrees, until they are thought 
Ability to fer up for themſelves. 

Thirdly, Chriſt ſent forth his Miniſter: 
Sheep among Wolves, and bid them be « 
Wiſe as Serpents, and as Harmleſs as Door, 
Mart. 10. 16. 

But ſome of the National Miniſters rat 
ther appear to be in the Narure of Wake t 
themſclves, in Sheeps Clothing ; for their 
Works .have too evidently manifeſted the 
func, by making Hawveck. and Spoil of theff t 
Geous Of their innocent and harmleſs Neigh-4 : 
bours, and w4olently taking the ſame from 
' them ; and not only ſo, but ſometimes calt-Y « 
ing their Bedies into Priſon, and there harey | 
cauſed them to remain until the Expiration | 

| 
| 
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of their Days, becauſe they could not for 
Conſcience ſake put into che Mouths © 
theſe rhat are greedy of Filthy Lucre, or fuch 

that ſeek their gain from their quarter, 
Fourthly, Chriſt commands his iaiſferst0 
g7 from one Place,Ciy, or Nation, t0 ha 
(116, 
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udy offlther, to inſtruEt or teach the People, and 
od ofipromiſed to be always with them to the 
ing off Worlds end. M» 
d 24; Bur the Prieſfs and Biſhops are "limited 
JI nichin their particular Dzoceſſes and.Pariſhes 
iÞ great part of their Day, 'except ſomerimes 
thei when a large Benefice is vacant, theh ſome 
hr off that have reſided in a /maller Benefice will 
frive hard to get into it : So: when there 
err 8} 8 a Remove from one plate to another, ic 
be af is tO get more Money by the bargain ; and 
ove unto ſuch calls as theſe ( viz. Come up 
ligher ) their Ears are. very attentive; but 
ra-f to forſake a large Benefice, and voluntarily 
hoe take a /mall One, I never yet heard of one 
jeirf that did it. | 
the Fifthly, Chriſt's - Miniſters freely receiged 
theſſ their Miniſtry from him, and freely they gave 
h.Jl again. | 
"Mm oo this is not the caſe of the PrieFs in 
.J our Days ; for they (or their Parents) ſome- 
ve] times are at great Charges and Expence in 
"MJ fitting them out to their Trade or Miniftry, 
rf and Maintaining them at the Univerſity "4 
veral Years; ſo that they cannor truly fay, 
they have freely received their Amity, 
neither do they Feely give the ſame, bur 
)F the People mult buy ir, fuch as will have it, 
(and ſuch as il! nt are forced io pay) 
ar a dear Rate, Conſidering how hithke 
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ie is worth: For from Seven Years < 


[. 


Seventy they remain confelling themſgg 4 


to be Miſerable Offenders, and that ther 
is no Health in them; and this is an «vi. 
dent Token that the Lord never ſent them; 
becauſe they nf People from their evil 
ways, Jer. 23.22. 

Sixthly, Chriſt's Miniſters were not to he 
as Lords over the Heritage of God, nor 
each other ; Chriſt himſelf forbid it, and 
faid, It ſhall not be ſo among you, Mat. 20.26; 
r Pet. 5. 3+ | 

But them of. the National Miniſtry exer. 
ciſe Lordſhip over their Flocks, and each 
other ; ſome being called Lords Spiritual, 
and receive or embrace the Title of Right 
Reverend Father in God — Lord Biſhop of — 
Which is contrary to the Miniſters of 
Chrilt. | | 

If I ſhould recite all particulars that 
ight be mentioned, wherein there is a 
diſagreement or contrariety between the 
true Minifters of Chrift in the Prinntive 
Times, and the National Minifzers in ON 
Days, it would much enlarge what I - 
rend ; therefore theſe particulars in this 
place may ſuffice, tro ſhew the ditterence 
between them. Soto conclude this part, I 
ſhall leave theſe four things for them to 
prove by Scripture, if chey can. | 

: IT. 
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"| 1. To make Proof that they are 
I" | ift's Minifters, by taking his Minifers 
ers for their Examples, or comparing their 
wi. Wlives and Praftices with thoſe . that were 
1m; Italy {o in the Primitive Times, W1. 3.14. 
wil The. 1. 7. 2 Tim. 4, 5+ I | 

2dly. That his MiniFers have any Power 
he I" Authority from him to take, where ic 
or Iso0t freely. given. . - | 
1d | 34. That his MiniFers may, or did con- 
5 [tnd, ſtrive for, or compel.'any. to give 

hem of che things. of '. this .'World, al- 
;. Iihough they did partake of their Minifry ; 
þ for a Servant of the Lord muft not Frive, 
1 Iwbe gentle to all Men,» Tim. 2. 24. 
. | bly. And laſtly, That his Minifers 
. {may or did ever force Tithes or Mainte- 
4 France by Law, from any that did nor 

receive Them, and their Do&rine, or M- 


"ry. 

owe if they can make fil! Proof of 
theſe four things by plain Scripture, this 
Controverſie abour 73ithes would ſoon be 
ended ; for I believe there would be an 
Univer/al Conſent thereunto:: But in the 
bterim | ſhall turn to my third and laſt 
Head or Chapter. 


CHAP. 


CHAP. Ml. 


Of thyEftabliſhment of Titheghii 
= the Apoſtafie entered, wihI®* 
the Teſtimonies of ſeveral AncintÞy 
Chriftians againſt the ſame: Wb 


Being chiefly Collefted out of ]. Fox I 
=o bu Monuments, wo/. 1. ol 
mpreſſion ; a Book which, 1 ſuppoſe 
moſt Proteſtants have a good Hh 


Firſt, } Do not find that the Primitive 

f Chriſtians paid or received Tithe 
throughout all the Ten Perſecutions, or 
abour Three Hundred Years after Chrilt; 
bur then the Church was maintained by the 
free benevolence of the People 3 as Wit 
neſſeth Origen, Tertu/l:an and Cyprian, and 
alſo for the next Three Hundred Years, 
when Heatheni/zz bore Sway in this Nation, 
which was till about the Year 600. about 
which time Auguſtine the Monk was ſent 
hither by Gregory ( called ) the Great, & 
ver from Rome, aſſiſted with ſeveral Preach 


ers, to Convert the Saxons from Pagani/m 
0 
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to! Popery 5 Ethelvert being then King of Kent, 
\ Eyho was converred, and afterwards his Sub- 
+ Bipfts: This Ethelberr is ſaid tobe very boun- 
ifulco Augutine; and gave himthe Lordſhip 
She his Chief City of Canterbury, yet Ido nor 
gged by Hiſtory, thar he gave him Tizhes, or 

commanded 7:thes ro be given him. 
NY-But about the Year of our Lord, 786. 
2! Buit is reported, +a. Council being held in 

Mercia* by two Lepates, ſent from Pope 
% Eladrian.' rhe Firſt, wherein Tithes were 
14 {fabliſhed, fo it ſeems the - firſt Law 
arpayment of Tithes came from the Pope, 
nd was agreed and. conlented unto by 
fa, : being ar that rime King of Mercia 
(which gvas then about a ſeventh part of 
Iiyland ) who by Counſel of his Queer, 
Jauled Erbelbert, firſt King of the Eaſt-an- 
tes, to be Slain upon falle ſuſpition ; and 
tlengch this Of underſtanding the In- 
Wcency of Ethelbert, and the Heinouſneſs 
« the: Fact, gave the Tenth part of his 
boods to Holy Church in the remembrance 
this 'Erhelbert, and built a Monaſtery be- 
des, endowing).it with Lands and Rich 
levennes for Maintenance of a Hundred 
nts, thinking thereby to expiate or lef- 
kn-his-Sins and merit Salvation, fo after- 
wards went to Rome for his Pennance, 


where be gave the Church of Sr. Peter 4 
"RF C Penny 


4 
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Penny for every Houſe throughout hi Bi 
Dominion, A#s and Mon. vol. 1. p. 115, 

And Ethelwolf, Son of Egbert, liking Y?r 
Monkiſh Life, gave the Church the Tith fi 
of all his Goods and Lands, page 122, \ I 

And alfo'ris faid that Athe/fton about Any Yin 
92:4. Cauſed his younger Brother, Edwis, to 
be fet inan old rotten Boat, in the broad 
Sea, where he being diſmaied with the 
rage of the Wind, caſt himſelf over-boatd 
and was drowned ; which done, Athel. 
ftou the King, coming to- remembrance 
of himſelf, was ſtricken with great Repen- 
tance, and underwent Pemnance the 4j 
of ſcven; Years together, and alſo buj 
two Mona#teries, and decreed thpt Tithes 
ſhould be paid, hoping thereby ro expiate 
his Sins; the Form of which Decree or Law 
was this, 

I Achelſton King, charge and command all 
my Officers throughout my whole Realm, #1 
give Tithes unto God of my proper Goods, # 
well in living Cattle, as in the Corn and Frait 
of the Ground ; and that my , Biſhops likewiſe 
of their proper Goods, and mine Alderms, 
and my Officers, and head Men, ſhall dot 
ſame; and he wills them to declare u 
ſuchas be under their SubjeRtion, &c.) 46 
and Mon. P. 137. 

0 


* Edgar allo about 959. is ſaid to have 
tin 
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tfted the payment of Tithes, whoibeing a 
Man of a vitious Life, diſplaced married 
Priefts, and brought in Monksof a lingle Life 
topoſleſs their Places: He was a Definwrer of 
Firgins, and other laſcivicw A#s;he allo built 
and repair'd divers Monaſteries and Nunneries. 
Then Canutws the firſt Damſh King, who 
tdeing Guilty, or had conſented unto the 
lood of Edmund and Edward, Sons of Ed- 
wud Ironſide, who being Heirs to the Crow ; 
for which cauſe it is Gia, about 10156. he 
tnfirmed Tithes, . and in great Devation 
wil.and endowed the Moneſtery of St. Ed- 
wnd ( now called St. Edmund's-bury, in 
Sfolk) for the ſeeming Ghoſt of this St. Ed- 
mod often affrighted him. . OY 
$0 about this time ( which: was'a cime 
of great Darkneſs and ſgnorance ) ſeveral 
lach like Examples might be produced, 
whereby the Nation came to {warm with 
kveral Religiow Orders (fo called ) and 
6 | Monaſteries, Nunneries and Abbvies, were E- 
Ws Brfied and Endowed with large Revenues 
ſe Jand 73thes for their Maintenance, that 
- the Donors of Givers thereof, might have 
0 

s 
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their Sins .remitted through the Prayers 
- Interceſſion of ſuch that received 
m. : | 
Now in this ſhort Relation, there are 
* | firee things worth Obſervation, viz. 
1h C 2 if; 
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rſt, It was near 800 Years after Chil; 
before the firſt Law for payment of Tithe 
teems-to be made in Eneland. 

24ly,-Tithes were firft given to the Church 
by the Pope's Authority, and confirmed by 
Popiſh Kings and Princes, that had been Guil 
ry, or had conſented unto Murder or Bleu. 
(hed, orſome other Heinons Offence, for the 
molt parr. p 

34ly, Tirbeswere' not givenhrit ra Chiſt's 
Miniſters to. Preach. the Goſpel, but to' the 
Popiſh Clergy, '2s Prieſts, Monks, &C. to 
maintain them in their J4/s Superſtition 
Prattices; in laying and finging of Maſſes, 
and praying-for the Souls of their Benefa- 
tors, that thereby (as is faid ) they might 
have their Sins xemitred, :and merit: $al- 
vation. 

So it is evident, that this way of main- 
renance - of 'Mini(iers by Tithes, ' aroſe from 
che Pope, and was impoſed by his Authority, 
withour any ground for it in the New Te 
frament, nor. yet pradticed in the Apuſtles 
days, nor thoſe that fucceeded them for 
tome Hundred Years afterwards, until the 
DoCEtrine and Qrders of: the; Apoſtles were 
negle&ed ; and Errors, Hereſpes,Idolatrous, 4nd 
Superſtitions Prattices Came tO take place. *” 

Bur yet for a Fhouſand Years after Cbrif, 
©: more; it 45. obſervable thar the Poorand 


Needy 


[37 ) 

Needy had-a ſhare: and part in the 7zthes 
that was then given, for their Maintenance, 
which had ſome reſemblance to Moſes's 
Law ; hur about this time the Clergy be- 
gan to be ſo far degenerated from Primitive 
Chriftianity, that much Pride, Idltnefs, Super- 
Fition, Covetonſmeſs, Schiſms; "Luxury, and 
other Evils were crept into ' their Church, 
which might be the cauſe that ſeveral of 
the Hearts of the People were withdrawn 
from ſuch freedom in Adminifiring their 
Tithes to the Clergy, but gave more to the 
Pur, thinking ir better beſtowed: without 
doubr ; which the Clergy preſently per- 
ceiving, began ro make Laws and Decrees, 
to compel the People to pay all ro them, 
that they might fill their own-.Pockets ; 
whereby the Poor came to be. left deſtitute, 
and ſtill are, of:that which was at farſt given 
25 their Right. " 8 

One of the 'Synodal Injuntions' of 4:- 
ſemas, Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, r 106. was; 
That no Tithes ſhould be given, but to the 
Church, As and Mon. p. 176. 
"And about. 1180. a Council being held 
under Pope Alexander the Third, obſerving 
the: Poor ro have much given them, made 
2 Decree to: reſtrain Peoples Freedom in 
that caſe. 

And about 1215. at the Council of La- 

"G2 teran, 
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teran, under Pope Innccent the Third, it was 


decreed, That Tithes ſhould be paid to th 


Parochial Prieſts. 


And alſo about 1270. at a Councyl at Iy. 
ens, under Pope Gregory the Tenth, it wa; 


conſtitared, That it ſhould not thenceforth by 
lawful for Men to give their Tithes as thy 
pleaſed, as they had done, but pay all to the 
Mother Church, | 
"Thus you ſee how the Covetous Clergy 
have, by Popiſh Laws, got all to themſelves 
( and robbed the Poor of their Right. ) 
Nevertheleſs, in this time of Groſs Dark- 
neſs, and Midnight of Popery, the Lord 
raiſed up ſome to ſtand as Faithful Witneſes 
for him, againſt this Anti-chriftian' Yoke of 
» Tithes and forced Maintenance, as wellas 
other Superſtitious things : Rut for Brevity 
ſake, I ſhall only mention a few Teſtimo- 
nics ro this purpate.. ff 775 
Arnalphm, Arch-Biſhop of Lugdun, who 
lived irs the rime of PopeHonorizs the Second, 
1127. fo the Clergy he ſaid, © I Preach to 
* you the Truth, and blame your Pride, 
<& Stourneſs, Avarice, Incontinency, with 
« your unmeaſurable Greedineſs of getting 
« and heaping up Riches. With much 
more that rhey could not bear; there- 
fore tis ſaid, * They privily rook him, 
<« and drowned him. Teſtimony of the Trut 
Church of God, pag. 97+ Gulielmes 
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|". Gulielmus de St. Amore, a Chief Ruler of 


the Univerſity Of Paris, about the Year 
1260. in his 11th Sign of true and falſe 
Prophets, ſaich, © That true Apoſtles do 


| *Preach only for God's Cauſe, and for 


* the Health of Souls, and for no Tempo- 
* ral Gain, but' only to the Glory of Chriſt, 
% Falſe Prophecs do Preach upon ſome oc- 
" caſion, as either ſeeking ſome Commo- 
« dity at the Hands of Men, or elſe be. 
*cauſe of getting Goods, Honour, and 
* Praiſe among Men. Therefore theſe evil 
* and naughty Preachers, which preach 
* for Worldly Gain or Hanour, or elſe for 
*the Praiſe and Commendation of Men, 
* be no true Apoſtles, but falſe Prophets. 
And in his 18th Sign, ſaith, © Thar true 
* Apoſtles do not deſire the Riches and - 
* Goods of them to whom they preach 
(much leſs of thoſe to whom they preach 
not) © whereby they are diſcerned from 
* Wolves, viz. from falſe Prophets ; and 
brings Paul's words, A#s 20. I have deſired 
w Man's Gold nor Silver, but his hands mini- 
fired to bis peceſſities : ** This Example of La- 
* bouring ( /aith he) is a SpeRtacle for Bi- 
* ſhops. Aﬀs und Mon. p. 290. ; 
Fobn Wickliff*s 19th Article, for which 
he was Cenſured, was, © Thar Tenths (or 


Tithes) * are pure Alms, and that the Pa- 
C 4. &« riſhoners 
4 
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* 1iſhoners may, for the offence of thei 


** Curares, detain and keep them back, 


* and beſtow rh-mgaipon others, at thej 
« own Wills :anu olatares, Upon which 
Article is a large Diſpuration, in'which i 
thewe} what Alms is ( viz.) © Alms is 1 
«Work whereby any thing 1s given't 
*« the Needy of Compaſſion 'for "God'; 
* ſake, &c. And alſo ſhews, © That Tiths 
* were the Tributes of poor Souls,” and 
* that the Clergy were nor Lords thereof 
© bution ly Stewards; and if- they abuſe the 
* ſame, they are Thieves, Robbers;and $a- 
* crilegious Perſons. Ard in the Prayer 
and Complaint of the Plowman, which is 
chought to be the faid'Fobn Wickliff's tis 
ſaid, © But Lord there cometh hired Men, 
* and they ne feeden not thy Sheep itithy 
* plenteous Leſew, bur feeden thy Sheep 
« with Dreams, and falſe Miracles, /and 
« Tales, bur ar thy Truth they ne come 
« nor; for Lord I trow thou fendeſt them 
« never: Lord, of theſe hired Men, ſpeak- 
«< eth Feremy the Prophet, and thou fayeſt 
* thar Word by him, I ne ſentchem nor, 
< and they run quickly ; I ne ſpeak'urto 
* them, and they propheciden. - Fobn' Hus 
maintained F. 7/i:k/:;#'s Opinions; and 


ſealed the ſame with his Blood, at Prapue; 


*1> Boheme; 


Williav 
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"William Swinderby, one of his Articles 


was, © That Tithes purely be Alas ; and 


that any Perſon thar doth give his 41:5 
©to-any, Which in his Judgment is not in 
neceſſity, doth Sin in ſo giving ir. And 
in his Appeal to the King, ſaith, ® Chriſt's 
Law bids to” miniſter Spiritual Things 
freely to the People ;- the Pope with his 
Law ſells for Money,” as Pardons, Or- 
«ders, Bleflings, Sacraments, Prayers, Be- 
' nefices, and Preaching tO the People, 
* Anno, 1389. | | 
Walter Brute, which is faid to be a Man 
having the mighty Operation of Ged's Spi- 
i in him, his 4th Article was, $5 That no 
Man is bound to give Tithes nor Oblations; 
and if any Man will needs give, he may 
* give his T:tbes and Oblations tro whom 
*he will, excluding thereby their Cu- 
"rates. — In his Vindication, faith, © Ir is 
* plain that the Tithes were given to the 
«Sons of Levi, for their ſerving in the 
'Tabernacle, and in the Temple of the 
"Lord, as the firſt Fruits were ' given to 
{the Prieſts, and: alſo their Sacrifices ; and + 
{0 were the Vows of their Miniſtry, as 
*it appears in the Book of Numbers, Chap. 
*22. Bur, ' for as much as the Labour of 
* thoſe Sacrifices did ceafe at the comin 
'(or Suffering ) of Chriſt, how ſhou 

| * thoſe 


wy 
** thoſe things be demanded, which we fs 
* ordained for that Labour ? And ſee fs 
© that che Firſt Fruits were not demand. 0s 
« cd of Chriſtians; which Firſt Frujz 
, © were then rather and ſooner demande 
« than the Tithes, Why muſt the Til 
& be demanded, except it be, therefor Þ*: 
* peradventure, becauſe that the Tithes he Þ* 
&« more worth in value than the Fit 
* Fruits ? And farther, * Wherefore ſeeing 
* that neither Chriſt, nor any of the Apo. 
© ſtles commanded to pay Tithes, it is mx Þ 
« nifeſt and. plain, neither by the Law of Þ*: 
« Mofes, nor by Chriſt's Law, Chriſtian fu 
* People are bound to pay Tithes; but by Þ'1 
& the Traditions of Men they are bound, 
With much more upon this SubjeR. 
IWilliam Thorp, in his Examination before 
the Arch Biſhop of Canterbury, 1407. faith, 
* That the Arch-Biſhop changed him with F| 
* Preaching openly and boldly at Shrews 
* bury, that Prieſts have no Title to Titke, 
part of his anſwer was, © That in the 
* old Law ( which ended not fully tillthe 
< time that Chriſt roſe up again from Death 
&« to Life) God commanded Tithes to be 
* given to the Levites, for their great Þ*1 
« Buſineſs and daily Travel that perrained F't 
<* co their Office ; but Prieſts, becauſe cheir *t 


* Travel was much more caſie and gt 't 
| [ 
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vers $4 than was the Office of the Lewites, God 
in? $* ordained that the Prieſts ſhould take the 
in 8 oth part of thoſe 7ithes for their live- 
uit Þ* lihood ; but now (I faid) in the new 
dd Law, neither Chriſt nor any of his A- 
ith; I poſtles took Tithes of the People, nor 
fore * commanded the People to pay Tither, 
; be Ef neither to Prieſts nor to Deacons : -- He 
rk (peakerh, that Gregory the roth commanded 
ing 0 new 7ithes to be paid unto Prieſts,-- and 
p-P'alſo Chriſt taught the People to do 
mz I* Alms, that is works of Mercy to poor 
of needy Men ( of Surpus, that is, Super- 
ian Juous of their Temporal Goods ) © which 
by 'they had more than needs to their ne- 
nd, Þ' ceſſary livelihood; and thus, I ſaid, nor 

" of Tithes,but of pure Alms of the Feopie, 
ore Chriſt lived and his Apoſtles, when they 
th, I* were ſo bufie in preaching the Word of 
ith Þ'God co the People, that they might nor 
vs I' travel otherwiſe to get their livelihood ; 
ber, I but after Chriſt's Aſcenſion, when the 
the F* Apoſtles had received the Holy Ghoſt, 
the I*they travelled with their hands to ger 
th Þ their livelihood, &c. -- The Arch-Bp. ſaid, 
be thinkeſt thou chis wholeſome Learning 
ext F* to ſow. openly, or yet privately, among 
cd I the People ? Certain this Doctrine con- 
tit F* trarieth plainly the Ordinance of Holy 


ht F' Fathers, which have ordained, granted 
Fr . « and 
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* ind licenfed Priefts ro' be in divers & Is 
** grees,, and to live by Tither and Ofe. h; 
« ;:gs of the People, Wu 
[liam Thorp, « If Prieſts live vertuouſp Nd 

« by the Example of Chriſt and his Apaltis [g 
« withour Tithes, &c. the. People woultfþ 
< give rhem freely ſufficient livelihood; fy 
A Clerk ſaid, © How wilt thou make thi 

« .-524, rhar the People will give freely ty 
*© the Prieft'their livelthood,' fince thatnoy 
* by Law every Prieſt can fcarcelyconſtranf; 
* the PeopietOgive hem their livelihood? 
FVulliam Toorp,** Sir, it 15 now no Wonder 

«© tho' the People grudge to give Prieftsthe 
« livelihood rhey ask ; much People knoy 
« how that Prieſts ſhould live, and how 
«© thai ey live Contrary to Chriſt and 
© his Apoſtles; the poor needy. People | « 
<. Ire (> faken and off the Pricfs ih 
« {1ft2ined of the Pariſhioners, as if the 
* Prieſts took nothing of the Pariſhioners 
«* for t9\ help 'the People withal; fo the 
« Pariſhioners pay their Temporal Goods 
« rwice,wwhere nce might ſuffice, if Prieſts | « 
«were irue Diſpenſators, &c. 
Now 3f rheſe faichful W:rneſſes and Mor | * 
tyrs of Feſus have obtained ſuch a good Þ « 
Report for their Conſtancy, ' as they have Þ « 
amongſi Proceſtants, Why ſhould nor thelt || ' 
Teſtimonics be thought worthy to be-re- | * 

garded? 


- 
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Ss &.girded ? For ' doubtleſs, in whe ther 
Ofe-ftuve here declared concerning 7irhes, they 
-- Biad the Holy Scriptere on their fide ;- 2nd 
oulp, Foot only ſo, bur the Spirir of the Lord in 
Ml neafurc did aiilt and encourage them to 
'Ooull ſeclare and Teftifre againſt thoſe things 
d. I yhich at this day are upheld and. vindica- 
ted; and That by Thoſe that feem to have 
mn honourable Fſteem of theſe. fir/# Reformers, 
now J though in Lite and Practice conform 10h 
tain J herewith, - but are found in the ſame ſteps 
0d? I of choſe they teſtified againſt. 
der } But co this purpoſe I will farther add part 
the Jof the 1 5th: Article of the Bohemians againſt 
ow I the UſurpingPower of the Clergy intheir day -- 
OW I (viz. ) © Thatthey receive T:thes of Men,and 
nd $4 will of right have them, ' and preach 
ple J* and ſay that Men are bound, to give 
be (®* them Tithes, and; therein they ſay fallly, 
be } 4 for they cannot prove by the New Teſta- 
els 0 * ment that our Lord Jeſus Chritt com- 
he } * manded it, nor his Diſciples warned no 
d | * Man to. do {o, } neither did themſelves 
ls J * receive them; bur alchough in the 07d 

© Teſtament -it were commanded to give 
"- | * Tithes, yet it cannot thereby be proved 
d oa Chriſtian Men are bound thercto, 
c *for this Precept of-the 014.1 eſtament had 
lf *an end in-the firſt Year of- ,( or a/tcr } 
* our Lord Jeſus: Chriſt, like as ihe pre- - 
MG ** CEPT 
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c, cept of Circumciſion : Wherefore wal. 
* beloved, conſider and fee how your 8: 
« ſhops ſeduce you, and ſhut your Eye 
«* with things that have no proof: Clrjſ 


« ſaid in the t1th of Luke, Give Alms of 


'* thoſe things that remain ; but he faid noj 
* Give the 10:5 of the Goods which ye 
* poſleſs, but give Alms, &C. Anno 1430, 
Now by fome of theſe foregoing Te: 
ſtimonies, it ſeems that Tithes were at firf 
given alſo among ſome Chriſtians, upon 
no other account or ground, than they 
did give Alms, being left to every Man's 
freedom, which ( "tis faid ) was divided 
by the Biſhip, part to the Prieſt, and part 
to the Poor, bur through Cuſtom and 
Uſage, and the Clergies Covetonſneſs, they at 
aft became enforceable by their Lawsand 
Decrees, and to be paid ro another Uſe 
than for which they were at firſt given, 
and ſo have continued until this Age, 
through ſeveral Charges of Government ; fot 
Generally theſe cunning Tithe-mongets 
can ſet their Sail ro the Wind, let it {it 
how ir will, fo that by it they may have 
their own Corn ground, or bring large pre- 
fir to themſelves, for if we look a little 
back until the Reign of Her. 8. King of 
England, we ſhall find a great Difference 


* 2nd Contention berween Him and the Pop, 
inſomuch 
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iofomuch that at laſt he derijed the Prp''; 
emacy and Authcrity, and it was abo- 


libed in England by Parliament, and an 4 


made which gave the King all Religions 
Houſes, with all their Lands and Goods, 
and the Clergy took an Oath that they 
would Renounce the Pope's Authority, and 
Swore to be true to the King, his Heirs 
and Succeſſors; they alſo acknowledged 
their holding their Biſhoprick of the King - 
Only, Peritioning him to make Reftiruri- 
on of the Temporalities of the ſaid Biſhop- 
ricks ; fo they then acknowledged the 
King to be Supreme Head of the Church, as 
they had done the Pope before ; 1o this 
King with his *Parliament, made two As 
for the recovery of Tithes. 

After him reigned his Son Edvard the 
6th, in whoſe Reign, Inun#ions were ſer 
forth for the pulling down, and removin 
of [mages out of their Churches, and alſo 
the Book of Common-Prayer was eſtabliſhed, ; 
ach things as and another A& made for the 


from th cr auth 
Gund 26.Cors, payment of * Predial Tithes. 


Hay, &c, 

After him, his Siſter, Queen Mary came 
tothe Crown, ſhe pur down Common-Prayer, 
and ſet up Popery and Maſs again; and the 
Clergy then Swore to be true to their Help 


Mother the Church of Rome, * and their Fo!y 
6, Fatzer 
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Father the Pope, there being | abour this 
Hundred that ſuffered Death for Religin 
in her time 3. among which number, wx 
of- rhe Clergy about Twenty Six. 

Queen Mary Dying, her Siſter Elizabetl 
came to the Crown ; She: put down Ma; 
again, and ſet up Common- Prayer, 'ahd the 
was acknowledged to be the: Supreni 
Head of the Church; and as: many of the 
Clergy as refuſed to take the Oath to her; 
were turned out-of their Benefices 3 which 
was bur about One Hundred and Twenty 
:hat refuſed, in about Nine Thouſand: (be. 
ing not one in Seventy ) {o by their Confor. 
mity they {till retained their Benefices and 
Tithes, throughout the, Reign of King 
Fames the Firſt, and Charles the Firlt, till 
the Year 1644. which was-inthe time of 
the Long Parliament, and then the Common 
Prayer was denied-and vored ; Down, and 
the Directory ( fo Called ) for publick Wor- 
ſhip was ſet up, by a Sz»ed of Prieſts then 
ſiting at Weſtminſter.; the generality of 
the Clergy, rather than loſe their Benef- 
ces, did conform with this alſo ; bus then 
they having denied and-renounced their 
Ordination by Biſhops, were. not ſuch Keele 
/zaſtical Perſons that Þy former; Laws had 
power to demand Tithes ; Adtoahout this 
Lite there were many Petizcax ga the Pare 
ljamens 
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Fament againſt them, and much writing 


for their Aboliſhment ; ſo thele Prieſts (be- 
ing quick ſighted in ſuch marters ) pre- 
fntly ſaw danger, and made their Petitions to 
the Parliament for them, and prevail'd againſt 
the many Petitions that were to the con- 
trary ; and then they ſued the People call'd 
Ouakers for non-payment in Oliver's name, 
at their Cowrts, Aſſizes and Seſſions, putting 
many in -Prifon till Death, and making 
Spoil of their Goods. 

And when: King Charles the. II. came 
to the Crown, and the Common-Prayer-Book 
was ſet up again ; it is yet well known to 
many now alive, how that many of theſe 
greedy Prieſts did embrace it again for Lu- 
cre ſake, as Divine Service, alchough be- 
fore they did reject it as 1dclatroas; and 
fnce which time they have gotten other 
Laws made, to recover The Oil that feeds 
the light of their Goſpel ( as one , PER 
of ies hf Ther) which The oa ant yon 
Laws have by ſome of them 8#" of Sacrilege. 
been executed unto great Severity, on many of 
thoſe, that for Con/cience [ake Cannot put in- 
fo their Mouths. 

Thus it may be ſeen, what a great efteem 
theſe Men have cf their highly applauded 
Diana of Tithes, that generally they have 

DD conformed 


conformed to any Power that hath 
uppermoſt, rather than loſe their prof and 
gain gotten by their Craft,, which is as; 
principal Pillar to ſupport and uphold thei 
Miniftry ; and the Foundation of this Pj 
lar ſeems to ſtand on -a bad Ground,.. ng 
warrantable by Scripture, and many Thou. 
ſands are (and have been ) born up by it 
and jt they perceive it tO otter or ſhaky, 
then for fear ic ſhould fall, - ſpeedily they 
call our for help of thoſe they would ſeem 
co. be above,. -which hitherto hath been 
granted them ; bur if their help and ſup. 
port thould come to be withdrawn, then 
down ic would fall, and without Queſti- 
on, many that is born up by it, would tun- 
ble down with it, for their Lives and PraRi- 
ces have but little influence upon the Hears 
of the People, by which they ſhould be 
ingaged freely ro adminiſter unto them, 
as Goſpel- Miniſters. cf. 0k 

Now conſidering what I have here laid 
down Concerning Tithes, 1 ſhall alſo arinex 
ſeveral Reaſons why 1 am perſuaded the Peo- 
ple called Quakers refuſe ro pay the ſame 
unto the Pariſh Prieſts, endeavouring there- 
by ro remove rhe opinion of ſome, that 
lay it is only a pretended Seruple of Conſci- 
-1ce, Or nothing of Conſcience 11 it. 


een | - Reaſon 1. Becaule Tithes as they are now 
nd {| paid, appears to be inconſiſtent with all 
he Examples thay | can be produced from 
the O/d Or New Teſtement. © 
'Reaſon 2. Begaule Tithes as they were 
mid Dy the Fews: unto the Levites, was 
ap end unjo. by  Chrifs,, when he of- 
podup himſelf.an acceptable Sacrifice once 
all, thereby aboliſhing that Prieſthood, 
md the Rites and Ceremonies thereof ; and 
o.uphold and maintain the fame ſtill is 
Jewiſh, and ro deny Chriſt come in the 
fleſh, therefore of Anti-cbrit, 1. Fobn 4. 3. 
Reaſon 3. Becauſe Tithes, fipce Cbrift, 
kh been brought in,. and fer up in the 
Church, by the Pope's Authority, and com- 
nanded ro be paid by popſh Kings, Prmces, 
(wncits, &C. to uphold ard maintain the 
Cegy, in that which Proteſtants count Su- 
xerſtition. | 
Reaſon 4. Becauſe to pay Tithes, is to un- 
&rvalue and do- contrary to, or Cenſure 
he Generation of the Faithful, who have 
born Teſtimony againſt ir, and ſuffered un- 
cer Popery and Prelacy that upheld it. 
Reaſon 5. Becaufe by paying Tithes, is tO 
whold and maintain ſuch a Ainiſtry, that 
(with good reaſon) we believe is incon- 
lene witch the Miniſtry of Chriſt. 


Reaſon 6. 


* Reaſon 6. Becauſe that in ſo doing; we 


2 


{ be found Hypocrites, in putting our (4 
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hands tro help to uphold that thing, which 
we believe the Lord hath determined #9 
caſt down, and utterly aboliſh. | 

Reaſon 7. Becauſe it is faid, Let evey 
Man be fully perſuaded in his own Mind; and, 


: 
ET 
; 
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whatſoever « not of Faith Sin, Rom. 14. | 
5, 23. And we are perſuaded for the Re | 
fons aforeſaid, that we: ought nor to pay "+ 
Tithes, and. alfo believe that the Nation! | 


Miniſters have no juſt Right to it; there- I 


fore to us ir would be a Sis to pay it '- * 


them. | 0, 
Reaſon 8. Becauſe we believe there isno 


Law that is, or Can be made by Men, of I 


greater Power or Authority than the Law of F 


God, that is truly written in the Heart and 
Conſcience, agreeable to the Holy Scriptures 
therefore we {ay, Whither oug ht Wwe-nd tid 


obey God rather than Men? Judge pt, 46 


4. 18. and 5. 29. 


